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Established under Dayton Peace Accord 
(Annex 8) - integrating cultural heritage into 
post-war recovery



The Commission is established pursuant to Annex 8 of the General
Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina and by
Decision of Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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The work of the Commission constitutes direct implementation of the
civilian section of the Peace Accord, contributes to preserving the
unity of diversities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and to the process of
return of refugees and displaced persons, and is central to resolving
issues that could develop into a threat to political and security
stability in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Heritage - tool for:

• Peace Accord
implementation,  

• Conflict resolution,
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Heritage - tool for:

• Post-war recovery
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Independent professional state institution of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Decision of the Commission final and 
obligatory for all authorities in Bosnia
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Members of the Commission to Preserve National 
Monuments

Prof. dr. Zeyneb Ahunbay (since 2002)
Dr. Martin Cherry (since 2008)

Dr. Amra Hadžimuhamedović (since 2002)
Prof. dr. Dubravko Lovrenović (since 2002)

Prof. dr. Ljiljana Ševo (since 2002)
Prof. Tina Wik (2002-2008)
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

Prof. Dr. Zeynep 
Ahnunbay

Dr. Amra 
Hadžimuhamedović

Prof. Dr. Dubravko
Lovrenović

Prof. Dr. Ljiljana 
Ševo

Prof. Tina Wik /
Dr. Martin Cherry

TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT
MANAGEMENT
Executive Officer

Mirela Mulalić Handan, 
Conservation Architect

Assistant Executive Officer
for Heritage

Mirzah Fočo, Conservation Architect

Assistant Executive Officer
for Legal Issues

Branka Mekić, Jurist

HERITAGE UNITTECHNICAL, FINANCIAL 
AND ADMINISTRATION UNIT

-Finance Administration
-Chief of Cabinet 
-Office Assistant
-Drivers
-Home keeper

-Architects
-Archaeologists
-Art Historians 
-Ethnologist
-Urban Planners
-Orientalist 
-Trainees and Interns
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DOCUMENTATION UNIT

-Documentarists 
-Geodetic Survey
-Web master



Each and every monument belongs to each and 
every citizen

Each and every citizen is responsible for each and 
every monument 
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582 Designated  National 
Monuments, by April 2010  

777 monuments on Preliminary List  

1375 Petitions submitted by citizens
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Heritage at Risk List - 65  MOST  ENDANGERED 
MONUMENTS, by April 2010: prioritization, 
campaign, emergency responses



Emergency response project: Funded by the Government of the USA, the 
American Ambassador’s Heritage Fund. Protection of the remains from further 
deterioration, preliminary identification of fragments, and raising awareness of 
the importance of the heritage.
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Emergency response project: Funded 
by the Government of the USA, the 
American  Ambassador’s Heritage 
Fund. Protection of the remains from 
further deterioration, preliminary 
consolidation of the property, 
preliminary identification of fragments. 

MOSQUE OF MEHMED PASHA KUKAVICA IN FOČA
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Emergency response project: Funded by the Government of the USA, the 
American Ambassador’s Heritage Fund. Protection the church from further 
deterioration and raising awareness of the importance of the heritage

St. NIKOLA CHURCH  IN TRIJEBANJ

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
COMMISSION TO PRESERVE NATIONAL MONUMENTS

EUROPEAN HERITAGE AWARD 2010

ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Emergency response project: Funded by the Government of the USA, the 
American Ambassador’s Heritage Fund. Protection the church from further 
deterioration and raising awareness of the importance of the heritage
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Emergency response project: Funded by the Government of the USA, the 
American Ambassador’s Heritage Fund. Preliminary identification of the 
remains and raising awareness of the importance of the heritage
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St.  MARY’S CHURCH WITH St. LUKE’S BELLTOWER IN 
JAJCE

Funded by the Government of the 
USA, the American Ambassador’s 
Heritage Fund. Collating existing 
documentation and sites, carrying 
out archaeological works and 
helping to enhance understanding 
and documentation of the history.
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Emergency response project: Funded by the 
Government of the USA, the American 
Ambassador’s Heritage Fund. Investigations into the 
current condition of the bridge, drawing up a report, 
and raising awareness of the importance of the 
heritage.

BRIDGE IN PLANDIŠTE ILIDŽA, SARAJEVO
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Emergency response project: Funded by the 
Government of the USA, the American 
Ambassador’s Heritage Fund. Protecting the 
object from further deterioration and structural 
consolidation.

ŠERANIĆA’S HOUSE IN BANJA LUKA
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Emergency response project: 
Funded by the Government of 
the USA, the American 
Ambassador’s Heritage Fund. 
Conservation of 200 
tombstones, conducting 
investigative works on the 
stability of the entrance 
gateway, and drawing up a 
project for the conservation of 
the entrance gateway. 

JEWISH CEMETERY IN SARAJEVO
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Restoration of the national monument.  Project funded by the Embassy of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and the Government of the Federation of BiH.

MONASTERY CHURCH IN VOZUĆA
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Restoration of the national monument.  Project funded by a donation from the 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, the budget of the Government of 
the Federation of BiH and the 2008 budget of the Commission to Preserve 
National Monuments. 
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Project funded from the 2008 
budget of the Commission to 
Preserve National Monuments.
Contribution to a better 
understanding and documentting 
the history by conducting 
archaeological investigations.

ST. GEORG CHURCH IN GOMILJANI, TREBINJE
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STOLAC OLD TOWN

Project funded from the 2008 
budget of the Commission to 
Preserve National Monuments. 
Geo-laser survey of the Fort and 
drawing up detailed technical 
documentation.
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Emergency response project: 
Project funded from the 2008 
budget of the Commission to 
Preserve National Monuments.
Drawing up project documentation 
for the protection of the property 
against further deterioration and 
structural remedial works on the 
property.

SULEJMAN-PAŠIĆA TOWER IN ODŽAK, BUGOJNO
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Cooperation and coordination with NGOs, religious 
communities, municipalities, cross-sector cooperation, etc
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Cooperation and coordination with CoE, CDPAT, RPCNHSEE, 
ICCROM, ICOMOS, Blue Shield, WHC, HEREIN, UNESCO, etc
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Regional Programme for the Cultural and 
Natural Heritage in South-East Europe, joint 
action Council of Europe and European 
Commission 

A. Legal and institutional framework for heritage 
protection,

B. Integrated Rehabilitation Project Plan/Survey 
of the Architectural and Archaeological Heritage 
(IRPP/SAAH) - Creation of the Priority 
Intervention List, Preliminary Technical 
Assessments, Feasibility Studies  and Business 
Plans,

C. Local Development Pilot Projects (LDPP).
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ICCROM

•Field mission of ICCROM experts
•Participation of the Commission stuff to ICCROM Training 
Courses
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ICOMOS

•Field mission of ICOMOS experts
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Cooperation and coordination – international affairs

•Drafting Faro Convention (ratified in BiH 11.02.2009) 
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UNESCO
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UNESCO – World Heritage Sites
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Nomination of national monuments for inscription on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List and the World Monuments Watch List of 100 Most 
Endangered Monuments
Commission has formally decided to nominate three monuments for inscription 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List:
• The Old Bridge in Mostar (inscribed 

on the World Heritage List in July 
2005)

• The Mehmed Pasha Sokolović 
Bridge in Višegrad (inscribed on the 
World Heritage List in July 2007)

• The historic town of Jajce.
In 2007 the Commission drafted nominations for the inscription of five national 
monuments on the UNESCO Tentative List.
In 2006 the Mehmed Pasha Sokolović Bridge in Višegrad was added to the 
WMW List of 100 Most Endangered Monuments, followed in 2007 by the City 
Hall in Sarajevo.

UNESCO – World Heritage Sites

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
COMMISSION TO PRESERVE NATIONAL MONUMENTS

EUROPEAN HERITAGE AWARD 2010

ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



OLD BRIDGE AREA OF THE OLD CITY OF MOSTAR

World Heritage Site
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MEHMED PASHA SOKOLOVIĆ BRIDGE IN VIŠEGRAD
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World Heritage Site
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THE CULTURAL PROPERTY – TOWN OF JAJCE
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World Heritage Site nomination
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World Heritage Tentative list

THE HISTORIC URBAN SITE OF POČITELJ
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SARAJEVO - UNIQUE SYMBOL OF UNIVERSAL
MULTICULTURE
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World Heritage Tentative list
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THE NATURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL ENSEMBLE OF 
BLAGAJ
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World Heritage Tentative list

ACTIVITIES
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THE NATURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL ENSEMBLE OF 
BLIDINJE
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World Heritage Tentative list
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international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



THE NATURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL ENSEMBLE OF 
STOLAC
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World Heritage Tentative list

ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



THE NATURAL MONUMENT VJETRENICA CAVE WITH
ARCHITECTURAL ENSEMBLE OF VILLAGE ZAVALA
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World Heritage Tentative list

ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



“My Bosnia and Herzegovina – My Heritage”

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
COMMISSION TO PRESERVE NATIONAL MONUMENTS

EUROPEAN HERITAGE AWARD 2010

ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 
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“My Bosnia and Herzegovina – My Heritage”

ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 

Working with children and 
youth as part of raising 
awareness of the importance 
of the heritage.



“My Bosnia and Herzegovina – My Heritage”
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Treasure Quest - www.heriquest.com

Project is produced within the framework of the 
two-year project Encouraging the Use of the 

New Methodology in the teaching, 

Preservation and Promotion of Cultural and 

Environmental Heritage, funded by British 
Council Bulgaria through the British Council 
Cultural and Environmental Heritage Fund for 
South East Europe. Commission is one of the 
partners in this project.
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 

http://www.heriquest.com/


“Cultural Heritage – a Vanishing Treasure ”: Itinerant exhibition
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 

“Cultural Heritage – a Vanishing Treasure ”: Itinerant exhibition

With the aim of 
educating of 
the public on 
the importance 
of the heritage 
for preserving 
the identity of 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, 
and of raising 
funds for 
heritage 
rehabilitation.
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 

“Cultural Heritage – a Vanishing Treasure ”: Itinerant exhibition
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Unified signage system for monuments - Information Boards

ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Web page – www.kons.gov.ba
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 

http://www.kons.gov.ba/


Regular Press conferences 
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Library and Documentation Centre
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Annual of the Commission – Baština / Heritage
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and 

publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Protection, Presentation and Integration of the Cultural and Natural 
Heritage into the Tourism Sector of the Herzegovina Region

Project funded by the European Union and the Commission to Preserve National 
Monuments. Contribution to tourism development by promoting and preserving 
the cultural and natural heritage.
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Protection, Presentation and Integration of the Cultural and Natural 
Heritage into the Tourism Sector of the Herzegovina Region
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Support  to Tourism Development in Blagaj – Production of the 
Management Plan

Project funded by AECID 
and the Commission to 
Preserve National 
Monuments. 
The long-term protection 
and preservation of the 
cultural and natural 
heritage in Blagaj by 
means of the development 
of a Management Plan for 
the historic centre of 
Blagaj, to include a detailed 
plan for the protection, 
presentation and use of the 
heritage as a fundamental 
development factor for 
Blagaj and its 
transformation into one of 
the most attractive tourist 
destinations in the region.
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Support  to Tourism Development in Blagaj – Production of the 
Management Plan
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Integrated Rehabilitation Project Plan/Survey of the Architectural and 
Archaeological Heritage (IRPP/SAAH) 

Creation of the Priority Intervention 
List, Preliminary Technical 
Assessments, Feasibility Studies,
Business Plans and plaques
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Integrated Rehabilitation Project Plan/Survey of the Architectural and 
Archaeological Heritage (IRPP/SAAH)

Helenistic town of Daorson

Town Hall (National and University 
Library BiH), Sarajevo

Aladža mosque, Foča

Hellenistic town Daorson, Stolac
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 

Focus on rehabilitation of three 
consolidated projects and fund 

raising.



Education and capacity building of students and young 
professionals through field work with regard to conservation 
and reconstruction methodologies and principles
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



Work with students, young architects, craftsmen, local 
communities
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ACTIVITIES

• Designation of National 
Monuments

• Salvage of Cultural 
Heritage at Risk

• Cooperation and 
Coordination (local to 
international)

• Raising awareness
• Recording and 

documenting 
• Research and publishing
• Integrating Cultural 

Heritage into tourism 
and regional 
development

• Capacity building and 
Training 



The jury’s announcement of the award to the 
Commission to Preserve National Monuments includes 

the following:

“The work of the Commission is an example to the 
whole of Europe, representing as it does a 

contribution to the preservation of unity in diversity 
and the universal values of the heritage.  It is a 

particularly significant example of conflict 
resolution in a world in which the cultural heritage 
is being used as an instrument and target for the 

destruction of communities.”
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